Prevention Policy Training
November 17th, 2014 | Wanskuk Library

Discussion Notes
How to begin a campaign now… 

· Provide science based info for communities

· What: don’t want it to pass / prevent it from passing

· Why: negative impacts on youth

· Who: legislators
· Bans on local dispensaries (work on community level)
· What: Local level work that could pre-empt state work

· Why: pro-marijuana communities won’t show up

· Who: Town Councils, City Council Members

· Pro-Marijuana likely won’t show up to local level battles

Research & Data Collection

· Show community data, High School and Middle School, trends over time

· Suspensions, etc.

· Police Records

· Look at Colorado and Washington experiments

· What other important decisions do communities get to make?

· Check the “League of Cities & Towns”

· What would you have done if you could have controlled number of alcohol access points in your town?

· Polling of local people

· What do the lay people think?

· Make questions personal and loaded

· Frame it as local as opposed to state-wide

· In my backyard is much more personal

· Embolden quiet supporters by making it known that others share their viewpoint

Coalition-Building 

· Parents
· Business Community

· Senior Citizens

· Law Enforcement

· Fire Department

· Local Health Professionals

· Athletic Leagues

· Health Club

· Liquor Store Owners

· Archdiocese of Providence

· Does still have some influence 

Decision-Makers

· Work to understand decision-makers on a detailed, nuanced level

· Who has good relationships with people on City Council?

· Maybe they have kids in the community?
Other Comments

· Employee readiness

· Healthy Places by Design

· Letterhead Org?

· Statements of Support that organizations sign on to

· Media Advocacy

· Radio?

· Have parents come out and talk, share personal stories
· “word on the street is that medical marijuana is not well regulated”

· Essentially unregulated

· Cards are infinitely valid

· But agencies don’t want to sandbag another state agency

· Police are frustrated

· Maybe a great reporter who could do an exclusive concerning the lack of regulation of medical marijuana in the state

· Providence Journal?
Closing Comments

· Game is won in communities, not at the statehouse

· Hard but not impossible

· General outlook: Refuse to accept that legalization is inevitable 

· Lots of people out there will agree 
