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INTRODUCTION  

The purpose of this report is to present documentation on key demographics for the communities of 

Rhode Island as compared to the State.  

The report is designed to be used as a resource by various RI state agencies, such as the Department of 

Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals (BHDDH); the State Epidemiological 

Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW); and the many community-based Substance Abuse Prevention Task 

Forces in RI.  
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NOTE: For the purposes of this report “New Shoreham” and “Block Island” are synonymous and “New 

Shoreham” will be referenced throughout.  

Suggested Citation: Rosenthal SR, Airoldi J, Buka SL. On behalf of the State Epidemiology and Outcomes 

Workgroup of Rhode Island and the Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities 

and Hospitals. Rhode Island Demographic Community Profiles 2018. Cranston, RI: Department of 

Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals, 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brown University Team  

 Stephen Buka, ScD 

 Samantha Rosenthal, PhD, MPH  

 Josephine Airoldi, MPH Candidate  

Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals  

 Rebecca Boss, MA, Director  

 Elizabeth Farrar, CPSS, Associate Administrator, Program Services and 

Community Engagement Unit  

 Linda Barovier, CPSS, Associate Administrator, Policy and Planning  

 Candace Rodgers, MPH, MCHES, SPF-PFS Project Director  

 



CONTENTS OF THE PROFILE 

Overall Demographics by Community 

o Population per Square Mile in Rhode Island Communities  

o Gender Distribution in Rhode Island Communities  

o Age Distribution in Rhode Island Communities  

o Racial/Ethnic Distribution in Rhode Island Communities  

o Unemployment in Rhode Island Communities  

o Below Federal Poverty Level in Rhode Island Communities 

 

Overall Demographics by Region 

o Population per Square Mile in Rhode Island Regions 

o Gender Distribution in Rhode Island Regions 

o Age Distribution in Rhode Island Regions 

o Racial/Ethnic Distribution in Rhode Island Regions 

o Unemployment in Rhode Island Regions  

o Below Federal Poverty Level in Rhode Island Regions  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

92
116
121
152
167
181
188
189
211
215
292

509
537
537
563
587
602

748
753
790
811
870

1111
1181
1229
1234
1299

1701
1941

2215
2307

2828
3191

3527
3650

5360
5575

8206
9668

15012

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000 14000 16000

Foster
Exeter

West Greenwich
New Shoreham
Little Compton

Glocester
Richmond
Hopkinton

Charlestown
Scituate

Burrillville
North Smithfield
South Kingstown

Tiverton
Jamestown

Coventry
North Kingstown

Portsmouth
Westerly

East Greenwich
Smithfield

RHODE ISLAND TOTAL
Narragansett

Lincoln
Johnston

Middletown
Cumberland

Warren
Barrington

Bristol
Warwick
Cranston
Newport

East Providence
West Warwick

Woonsocket
North Providence

Pawtucket
Providence

Central Falls

POPULATION PER SQUARE MILE IN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNIITIES 2016

Source: 2016 American Communities Survey 5‐Year Aggregated Estimates 
 



 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Westerly
North Providence

East Providence
North Smithfield

Johnston
New Shoreham

Smithfield
Warren
Lincoln

South Kingstown
Cumberland

Warwick
Burrillville

Little Compton
Bristol

East Greenwich
Newport

Middletown
Providence

West Warwick
RHODE ISLAND TOTAL

Narragansett
Coventry

North Kingstown
Richmond
Barrington

Cranston
West Greenwich

Jamestown
Foster

Hopkinton
Portsmouth
Pawtucket

Tiverton
Woonsocket
Central Falls

Glocester
Scituate

Exeter
Charlestown

GENDER DISTRIBUTION IN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES 2016

Male (%)

Female (%)

Source: 2016 American Communities Survey 5‐Year Aggregated Estimates 
 



 

 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

New Shoreham
Narragansett

Bristol
Little Compton

Smithfield
Newport

South Kingstown
Foster

Scituate
Exeter

Warren
Warwick

North Providence
Charlestown

Johnston
Tiverton

North Smithfield
Westerly

Hopkinton
Jamestown

Glocester
Coventry
Cranston

Portsmouth
Cumberland

West Warwick
East Providence

RHODE ISLAND TOTAL
North Kingstown

Burrillville
Richmond

Woonsocket
Middletown

Providence
Lincoln

Pawtucket
East Greenwich

Barrington
West Greenwich

Central Falls

AGE DISTRIBUTION IN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES 2016

0-14  years (%)

15-24 years (%)

25-44 years (%)

45-64 years (%)

65+ years (%)

Source: 2016 American Communities Survey 5‐Year Aggregated Estimates 
 



 

 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Central Falls
Providence
Pawtucket

Woonsocket
Cranston

RHODE ISLAND TOTAL
Newport

North Providence
East Providence

Middletown
West Warwick

Lincoln
Johnston

South Kingstown
Warwick

East Greenwich
Jamestown

North Kingstown
West Greenwich

Cumberland
Barrington

Westerly
Exeter

Portsmouth
Smithfield

Bristol
Charlestown

New Shoreham
Richmond

North Smithfield
Hopkinton

Coventry
Glocester

Narragansett
Little Compton

Foster
Burrillville

Warren
Tiverton
Scituate

RACIAL/ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION IN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES 2016

White not Hispanic (%)

Other Race/Ethnicity (%)

Black not Hispanic (%)

Hispanic (%)

Note: Other Race/Ethnicity includes Non-Hispanic Asian, multiracial, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, Native 
American/American Indian, and some other race. 
Source: 2016 American Communities Survey 5‐Year Aggregated Estimates 
 



 

 

 

2.8
3.4

3.6
4.1

4.7
5.0
5.0

5.2
5.2
5.3
5.3
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7

5.9
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.6

6.8
7.0
7.0
7.1

7.5
7.5
7.5

7.7
7.8
7.9
7.9

8.3
8.3

8.8
9.2

10.4
11.0

11.6

0.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 12.0 14.0

Scituate
Barrington

Cumberland
Richmond

Narragansett
Glocester

Little Compton
Johnston

New Shoreham
Bristol

East Greenwich
Foster

Lincoln
Jamestown
Hopkinton

Newport
Smithfield

North Smithfield
Middletown

North Kingstown
Warren

Westerly
North Providence

Portsmouth
Warwick

West Greenwich
Burrillville
Coventry

Woonsocket
RHODE ISLAND TOTAL

Cranston
South Kingstown

Tiverton
Charlestown

East Providence
West Warwick

Exeter
Central Falls
Providence
Pawtucket

UNEMPLOYMENT (%) IN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES 2016

Note: Unemployment percentage is among those 16 years and older in the civilian labor force. 
Source: 2016 American Communities Survey 5‐Year Aggregated Estimates 
 



 

  

 

0
1

1.3
1.6
1.8

2.3
2.3
2.5
2.7

3.1
3.7
3.9
3.9
3.9
4

4.9
5
5.1

5.5
5.7
5.9
5.9
6

6.3
6.5
6.5
6.5

6.9
7.8
8
8.1

8.6
9.2

9.7
9.8

10.7
15.8

22.4
23.7

29.6

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

West Greenwich
North Smithfield

Barrington
New Shoreham

Smithfield
Glocester

Narragansett
East Greenwich

Exeter
Richmond

Scituate
Charlestown

Foster
Jamestown

Warwick
Coventry

Cumberland
Portsmouth

Johnston
North Kingstown

Hopkinton
Tiverton

South Kingstown
North Providence

Bristol
Lincoln

Middletown
Cranston

Little Compton
Burrillville

Westerly
East Providence

Warren
Newport

RHODE ISLAND TOTAL
West Warwick

Pawtucket
Woonsocket

Providence
Central Falls

BELOW FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL (%) IN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES 2016

Note: Percentage below federal poverty includes the percentage of families and people whose income in the past 12 months is below the poverty level. 
Source: 2016 American Communities Survey 5‐Year Aggregated Estimates 
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