
Shining a Light

 

Welcome to the
first monthly
edition of
Spotlight on
Prevention! The
purpose of this
newsletter is to
strengthen
connections
between families,
youth, and
community
partners, as well
as highlight
events, programs, and opportunities across our region.

  Shining a Light Welcome to the first monthly edition of Spotlight on Prevention! The purpose of this newsletter is to strengthen connections between families, youth, and community partners, as well as highlight events, programs, and

 

 

 

 

Who We Are, ﻿What We Do
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The Blackstone Valley Prevention Coalition (BVPC) is a regional public health organization
comprised of community coalition members that come together with a mission to develop,
implement, and advocate for effective community-based prevention initiatives. In 2025, we
celebrated our 40th anniversary.

 

We work with all age groups from youth through older adults in promoting health, wellness,
and awareness about factors related to substance abuse, mental health, violence, and other
influences on individuals in our community. The communities in our region include
Burrillville, Central Falls, Cumberland, Lincoln, North Smithfield, Pawtucket, and
Woonsocket.

 

Regional Director

Lisa Carcifero, MSW, LICSW, ACPS

 

Burrillville

Municipal Coordinator:

﻿Michelle Gerard, MS

1477 Victory Highway

﻿Burrillville, RI 02830

(401) 710-7996

mgerard@burrillville.org

Cumberland, Lincoln, No. Smithfield

Municipal Director:

﻿Pam Shayer, M.ED., ACPS

Central Falls

Municipal Coordinator:

﻿Bonnie Piekarski

Care of BVPC

285 Main St, Suites 3-4

Woonsocket, RI 02895

(401) 859-2500, ext 6

bpiekarskicfpc@gmail.com

 

Pawtucket
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100 Old River Road

Lincoln, RI 02865

(401) 333-8426

pshayer@lincolnri.org

Municipal Coordinator:

﻿Diane Dufresne, RN, MA, CPS

137 Roosevelt Ave

Pawtucket, RI 02860

(401) 663-4947

diane_dufresne@yahoo.com

 

Woonsocket

Executive Director:

﻿Lisa Carcifero, MSW, LICSW, ACPS

285 Main St, Suites 3-4

Woonsocket, RI 02895

(401) 859-2500, ext 1

lcarcifero@woonsocketpreventioncoalition.org

﻿

 

What is Prevention?

 

Prevention is an important segment of the continuum of care for behavioral health services
which also includes intervention, treatment and recovery.

 

Prevention focuses on strategies that provide people with facts, knowledge, and skills to
reduce or stop the development of negative health behaviors or substance use (alcohol, drugs)
disorders. Strategies focus on reducing risk factors and strengthening protective factors
associated with negative outcomes, with the goal of preventing them from occurring at all.
These strategies include information dissemination, prevention education, alternative
activities, community based process, environmental strategies (policy, enforcement), and
problem identification and referral.

 

The Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF) was created by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to help communities plan, implement, and sustain
effective prevention efforts. The SPF includes five steps: Assessment, capacity, planning,
implementation, and evaluation.
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Read More! [epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

Opioid Awareness

 

A very important part of our region's work is to increase community awareness and knowledge
about opioids. One of the strategies that we use is an ad campaign. Our latest ad focuses on
prescription opioids and addiction.

 

 

Learn More! [epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

2/11/26, 1:22 PM JSI Research & Training Institute Inc Mail - Fwd: FW: Our Spotlight On Prevention Newsletter

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=fa3a347c3d&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1856850819903416766&simpl=msg-f:18568508199034167… 5/10

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019NH1skFz0IAs7-otp4UBdFOHQvnYXK7f0AI_Oj-YIACno7p5vhAodfJAjCf_RWc2VSsvGXzLt2v1oxMpPdDheVD1umayob3O7QEbP-6V5I8eBIK5_FCrPt2FVANPSq9z_2GjjzZDbLcUvrwkTMZ3xe1QLXf4OYFh8JcZxA7w89mVfUnMZGtMVuhE7zgU5nVJGPTalBHgFlA=&c=hKPfK0qeCFtFduZd9wxH4H73wyHdQEMX4H69-5zP4ARhen3Eeg2_QA==&ch=0k2gYZHw8bjQ0tLfEM8cP1TJS1sy2GvpATzKcYcsjx4ujq7oZ8QIXw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!L5YEts7iwSESv8SoMAusMrgeR896lp4ITBgMOLEZBcfQPRflSegON0zTe1W9et2Db11N08DUvPwdmDfGU0ZrDfBtehZ5Y0OfzphVwdZW6bOIGA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019NH1skFz0IAs7-otp4UBdFOHQvnYXK7f0AI_Oj-YIACno7p5vhAodfJAjCf_RWc2WLluHNhx8yi05fXbGpKVlP3QmKTLY1222yNIXFYQYzWKEGFBD2ABZ-jCLw3qClEE9j-ubRwlYZk3Zqoz8LL1-hcG8vhwRPHO0ZRb-OSFbU2JS-I4gcULOye3lEeKGS79Q6z7Y391EDA=&c=hKPfK0qeCFtFduZd9wxH4H73wyHdQEMX4H69-5zP4ARhen3Eeg2_QA==&ch=0k2gYZHw8bjQ0tLfEM8cP1TJS1sy2GvpATzKcYcsjx4ujq7oZ8QIXw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!L5YEts7iwSESv8SoMAusMrgeR896lp4ITBgMOLEZBcfQPRflSegON0zTe1W9et2Db11N08DUvPwdmDfGU0ZrDfBtehZ5Y0OfzphVwdaCfM9KLQ$


Project Sticker Shock

 

Project Sticker Shock is a nationwide public awareness campaign focused on preventing
underage drinking by reminding adults not to provide alcohol to anyone under the age of 21.
Coalition staff and teens work with local retailers to place stickers and bottle tags on alcohol
products that may appeal to underage youth.

 

Park Ave Pizza

Woonsocket

Payamps Liquor Store
Central Falls

North Smithfield Liquors

North Smithfield

 

During the 2025 holiday season, our municipal coalitions partnered with local retailers and
restaurants. Together they distributed 2,000 stickers/tags on alcohol products and pizza
boxes. Participating retailers and restaurants were:
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Burrrillville

Chum's Spirits

 

Central Falls

ABC Liquors

Central Warehouse Liquors

Payamps Liquors

Lincoln

One Stop Liquors

 

North Smithfield

North Smithfield Liquors

 

Woonsocket

Olly’s Pizzeria 

Park Ave Pizza

 

Emerging Drug Trends

 

Join us on Thursday, February 26th from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for our
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emerging drug ﻿trends webinar with Tall Cop Jermaine Galloway!

 

Register Now! [epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month

 

 

The month of February is dedicated to Teen Dating Violence Awareness. During this time, it's
important to promote and demonstrate safe and healthy relationships for youth. By learning
prevention methods and encouraging open conversations, we can decrease violent domestic
relationships and create safe spaces for survivors.

 

Resources

 

RICADV [epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

Family Crisis Centers
[epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

2/11/26, 1:22 PM JSI Research & Training Institute Inc Mail - Fwd: FW: Our Spotlight On Prevention Newsletter

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=fa3a347c3d&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1856850819903416766&simpl=msg-f:18568508199034167… 8/10

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019NH1skFz0IAs7-otp4UBdFOHQvnYXK7f0AI_Oj-YIACno7p5vhAodfJAjCf_RWc2FHpAre1N2HFQzw8Ct6e2_1xNBQZ1CqmZACCpS-O65R1o0nKUW6g3K8JpxG3zYyVwKYTs5DK7i0Ott0xdl9VONVSJKn8In6rQNo29_ijB0zmy_S-ajspfIfn3S4qcVk3Zpb6stqgM6albqLKoBXxMyGCdS3Mee0A0V2CNPUxbZ94=&c=hKPfK0qeCFtFduZd9wxH4H73wyHdQEMX4H69-5zP4ARhen3Eeg2_QA==&ch=0k2gYZHw8bjQ0tLfEM8cP1TJS1sy2GvpATzKcYcsjx4ujq7oZ8QIXw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!L5YEts7iwSESv8SoMAusMrgeR896lp4ITBgMOLEZBcfQPRflSegON0zTe1W9et2Db11N08DUvPwdmDfGU0ZrDfBtehZ5Y0OfzphVwdZUtnMb6g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019NH1skFz0IAs7-otp4UBdFOHQvnYXK7f0AI_Oj-YIACno7p5vhAodfJAjCf_RWc2vj_YOZDO383ZrrWuooNA73up9KF6prhpS2NnnCoV25_E1kIZJP1Bilq5sFvP_n9ltqlg3acsomAT_gmIMzt9IMC9IBAanUT3&c=hKPfK0qeCFtFduZd9wxH4H73wyHdQEMX4H69-5zP4ARhen3Eeg2_QA==&ch=0k2gYZHw8bjQ0tLfEM8cP1TJS1sy2GvpATzKcYcsjx4ujq7oZ8QIXw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!L5YEts7iwSESv8SoMAusMrgeR896lp4ITBgMOLEZBcfQPRflSegON0zTe1W9et2Db11N08DUvPwdmDfGU0ZrDfBtehZ5Y0OfzphVwdbxAm3kOg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019NH1skFz0IAs7-otp4UBdFOHQvnYXK7f0AI_Oj-YIACno7p5vhAodfJAjCf_RWc28k0sKVl6ndTsFw6QzJfoWbD6Nn3lDCjaOwefo2r3b5EoxggFfihTq6dpg0S_nsCWS-RtE-xDcpfypP4_q3_WzVrs-ef0j_aTrRy8tpEfBh-CSXbhVgvVbAd4cx1ejXJI1lBqde2sZRsr79rO5gjTUhOEXjI74xC1XJnhOam-QYgSged7Is2HPQ==&c=hKPfK0qeCFtFduZd9wxH4H73wyHdQEMX4H69-5zP4ARhen3Eeg2_QA==&ch=0k2gYZHw8bjQ0tLfEM8cP1TJS1sy2GvpATzKcYcsjx4ujq7oZ8QIXw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!L5YEts7iwSESv8SoMAusMrgeR896lp4ITBgMOLEZBcfQPRflSegON0zTe1W9et2Db11N08DUvPwdmDfGU0ZrDfBtehZ5Y0OfzphVwdZCb-o1fA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019NH1skFz0IAs7-otp4UBdFOHQvnYXK7f0AI_Oj-YIACno7p5vhAodfJAjCf_RWc28k0sKVl6ndTsFw6QzJfoWbD6Nn3lDCjaOwefo2r3b5EoxggFfihTq6dpg0S_nsCWS-RtE-xDcpfypP4_q3_WzVrs-ef0j_aTrRy8tpEfBh-CSXbhVgvVbAd4cx1ejXJI1lBqde2sZRsr79rO5gjTUhOEXjI74xC1XJnhOam-QYgSged7Is2HPQ==&c=hKPfK0qeCFtFduZd9wxH4H73wyHdQEMX4H69-5zP4ARhen3Eeg2_QA==&ch=0k2gYZHw8bjQ0tLfEM8cP1TJS1sy2GvpATzKcYcsjx4ujq7oZ8QIXw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!L5YEts7iwSESv8SoMAusMrgeR896lp4ITBgMOLEZBcfQPRflSegON0zTe1W9et2Db11N08DUvPwdmDfGU0ZrDfBtehZ5Y0OfzphVwdZCb-o1fA$


Sojourner
[epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

love is respect
[epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

 

 

In need of food, housing, rental assistance, etc? Click the email button below and
get connected with Accessing Home resources.

 

 

Follow us on our socials!

 

[epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]    [epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]

 

Visit our Website [epo6q9hbb.cc.rs6.net]
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