Rhode Island Drug Overdose Prevention and Rescue Coalition Notes
 June 10th, 2015 2:00-3:30 PM

Present:  
Traci Green, RIH, Chair

Ariel Engelman, RI DMAT/MRC

Dan Crenca, Manchester Haven
Kate Shay, MRC
Linda Mahoney, BHDDH

Michelle McKenzie, TMH

Leslie Cohen, ATTC 
Erin McDonough, MRC
Jef Bratberg, URI
Lisa Carcifero, Woonsocket Prev. Council
Nancy Denuccio, Narragansett Prev. Council                
Lauranne Howard, DOC
Linda Song, OSME
Christina Stanley, OSME/HEALTH
Jonathan Goyer, Project Weber

Brandon Marshall, Brown
Jesse Yedinak, Brown
Sharon Morello, Providence Center

Laura Hosley, RISAS
Joe Coffey, Warwick PD 

Anna Meehan, BHDDH
John Avant, RISP
Kathy Sullivan, Barrington Prev. Coalition

Beatriz Perez, HEALTH

1. Hellos and Farewells  
· Captain Coffey (Warwick PD) respectfully resigned from his role as First Responder Workgroup co-chair ~ Thank you Joe for your efforts and passion!
· Erin McDonough (MRC) has graciously agreed to become First Responder Workgroup co-chair (with Chief Carey) ~ Thank you Erin for your participation!
· LT John Avant (RISP) also announced that he will be retiring ~ Thank you LT Avant!
2. FDA Public Meeting in Washington DC, July 1st & 2nd 

· Two days of presentations. Traci will be presenting on the “RI Experience” on July 1.  Everyone in welcome to be part of process (submit comments or go to DC).
3. New RI Leadership

· Dr. Alexander-Scott (new director) of HEALTH called into the meeting to update the group on the new HEALTH data sharing policy re: drug overdose deaths.  In the past, HEALTH reported monthly data on "apparent" drug overdose deaths.  HEALTH will now report only "confirmed" drug OD deaths, but will update the numbers on a weekly basis.  This change reflects the balance between providing accurate and confirmed data and the need for timely release of information. Every Wednesday, HEALTH will update the website with the overdose deaths that have been confirmed since the previous week.   The lag time is approximately two months for the Medical Examiner to receive toxicology reports for most drug-related deaths
· Once the policy is standardized, the Director is open to communicating with coalition partners about concerns/issues with new policy. If there is an outbreak (based on “apparent” drug OD deaths), HEALTH will contact coalition leadership.
· The Director was asked about sharing other data from other drug OD data sets (ie EMS, 48 hour reporting, PDMP).  Leadership at HEALTH is developing a policy on sharing these data sets with external partners.  
· Linda Mahoney reported on the  new leadership at BHDDH (Director Maria Montanaro). BHDDH hosted a successful Mental Health Summit on June 8th.  The opioid overdose epidemic was a focus of the agenda.  The governor’s initiative around drug OD is evolving and will be officially announced in the next few months. 
4. Overdose-related Legislation Update

· Good Samaritan Law(sunsets in 2015):  The Senate passed a bill that expands immunity to probationers and parolees. The Attorney General opposes this version. RIMS and recovery entities favor it. The House passed a bill to simply extend the sunset.  Since there are two different bills, the process will essentially start over.  An email will be sent to the Coalition with guidance on how to support the bill.  
· School Nurse Teacher Naloxone Bill:  Passed Senate on 6/4 and now moving back to the house.
· The idea of convening a Legislative Workgroup was explored.  Suggested chairs were Senator Josh Miller, Jonathan Goyer, and Rebecca McGoldrick.  Please email Jenn if you are interested in participating or leading the group.  
5. Naloxone Workgroup

· Data collection: the pharmacies shared naloxone distribution numbers with Jef Bratberg.  About 572 kits were distributed in 2014-2015.  Michelle McKenzie reported a total of about 2,500 kits have been distributed statewide (from all entities).
· Goals: (1) Develop a sustainable and centralized mechanism to track naloxone distribution (IE use the PDMP?). (2) Expand naloxone distribution in the ED.
6. First Responder Workgroup

· MRC can track number of PDs trained in naloxone, but not number of PDs that purchase and number of reversals in field.  From unofficial reports, 18 departments carry naloxone and there have been 17 police reversals.
· Goals: (1) Centralize purchasing of naloxone for police depts. Under the Director of Health (as state Medical Director).  This would improve data collection and standardization.   (2) Develop a system/technology to identify hot spots for overdose trends in real time and alert police throughout the state (need funding). (3) Increase prevention/education resources for law enforcement (naloxone alone will not solve epidemic).
7. Data Workgroup

· Goals: (1) Develop and implement a comprehensive drug OD dashboard with relevant data sets (including fatal and non-fatal).  The group is waiting on HEALTH to develop data sharing agreements to move forward with this project.  Brown starts an official contract with the HEALTH Injury Prevention Program on Aug. 1.  The Drug OD Dashboard project will be a priority.
8. BHDDH Update

· BHDDH has applied for eight grants to expand drug OD work.  A successful CME was held on June 6th, where 63 physicians were educated on Addiction as a disease.
9. Upcoming Events 

· ATTC is co-sponsoring a live streamed panel discussing Narcan at the school of best practices in August 
· Addiction Professional Magazine Opioid Summit will be in Warwick in November
· Sharon Morello, from the Providence Center, will present  “Opioid Overdose Prevention and Rescue Project” at the 39th Annual International Nurse’s Society  Educational Conference, October 21-24, 2015 in Charlotte, NC.    
10. Schedule next meeting

· To be determined; sometime in August
