
The Rhode Island Department of 
Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental 
Disabilities and Hospitals (BHDDH) is 
the single state authority for substance 

abuse prevention and treatment.  



MOD 
 In 2010 BHDDH reallocated SAPT Block Grant dollars 

to fund the Reducing the Use of Marijuana and Other 
Drugs (MOD) for five years.  We currently fund nine 
providers to: 

 implement and manage substance abuse prevention 
evidence based programming and strategies 

 implement preventive interventions with youth a high or 
highest risk for abuse of marijuana and other illicit 
drugs 



MOD 
 The goals are to see:  

 a measurable reduction in the percent of in-school, high 
school-aged (grades 9 – 12) youth reporting current 
(past 30-day) use of marijuana and other drugs 

 a measurable increase in the percent of in-school, high 
school-aged youth expressing disapproval of use of 
marijuana and other drugs.  



MOD 
 The Initiative included: 

 recruitment of a high school and administration of a 
student school survey 

 provide the following strategies 

 Universal Direct to an entire grade of students 

 Universal Indirect to entire school population, including 
students and staff  

 Selected Indicated Problem ID/Referral for those students at 
highest risk 

 



Marijuana Media Campaign 
 Marijuana Committee 2010 

 Awarded Marijuana grant based on recent rates of 
youth marijuana use (2011).  

 Data indicated that marijuana affects learning, is 
addictive, and impairs driving 

 Created three flyers/ tag line  

 

  



The Campaign 
 

Focused group – coalition members 

 

Stakeholder involvement included school counselors, AD, 
health teachers, parents, police chief, youth 

 

Media used:  Print flyers as ads, posters in schools, print 
media insert in newspaper (w/ local coalitions), social 
media 

 

 



The Cost Is Too High 
Media examples 



Content 
Content and design by coalition 
members 
 
Topics: 
Risks, Impaired Driving, Affect 
on Community, Edibles, Big 
Marijuana, E-Cigs, How to talk 
to Teens, Facts for Parents, State 
laws 



The Cost Is Too High 
 Printing and Postage funded by MOD grant 



Compare to Big Tobacco 
 

 

 

 



Content 



Lessons Learned 
Comparisons of alcohol and marijuana: confusing and not 

helpful  

 

Link all early substance use to later addition can opiate 
problem 

 

Target your audience: voters, community leaders, parents, 
youth 

  

Seek allies to help deliver message – coaches, teachers, 
nurses 

 

 


